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PROJEKT GRAðANSKIH PRAVA 
Civil Rights Project 

 

 

Activity Report  - October 2006 
 
Office activities 
 
In the reporting period, CRP Sisak received 262 clients, out of which there were 75 
new clients and 187 old clients revisiting 287 times. 
 
There were 48 court hearings held and attended by the CRP external lawyers before 
the courts in Sisak, Petrinja, Glina, Karlovac and Zagreb. 
 
Number of clients: 
Origin New Clients Old clients Total 
BIH 14 18 32 
CRO 60 165 225 
FRY 0 1 1 
N/A 1 1 2 
FRM 0 0 0 
YUK 0 2 2 
Total 75 187 262 
 
Target groups 
 
New clients by status: 
Status                                                                                    Totals 
Bosnian Croat 8 
Domicile 24 
Refugee 9 
Returnee 27 
IDP 1 
Not defined 6 
Total 75 
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New clients by reception mode: 
Mode                                                                                    Totals 
Office 40 
Field 30 
POA Serbia 3 
Letter 2 
Total 75 
 
The above numbers on reception mode show the importance of the CRP field offices 
in Hrvatska Kostajnica and Vojnić, as they show that many people in remote areas 
cannot (due to finances and old age) travel to Sisak and it is very convenient for them 
to go to field offices. 
 
TYPE OF CASE NUMBER OF EVENTS 
Citizenship 22 
Documents and status 39 
Labour 6 
Ownership 158 
Other 31 
Pension and health and social security 34 
Tenancy rights 28 
Misdemeanour  9 
TOTAL 327 

 
LEGAL ASSISTANCE 
Appeals/complaints 20 
Letters 56 
Lawsuits 15 
Administrative lawsuits - 
Constitutional complaint 2 
Submissions 83 
European Court Lawsuit 3 
Administrative request 18 
Legal counselling  44 
Quick advises 35 
TOTAL 276 

 
Legal issues 
 
In this reporting period CRP was dealing with these legal issues: establishment of 
ownership, reconstruction, repossession of movable property, compensation for 
damage for illegal use of movable property and real estate, pension issues, temporary 
residence, etc. 
Here are the reports on several cases regarding the above mentioned issues. 
 
Repossession of real estate – annulment of contract on sale 
 
This case has become one of the most difficult CRP cases so far and, hopefully, will 
become one of the most successful ones.  
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The client C.Z. (CRP case 1590) and his wife were given a part of a large cadastral 
parcel by the wife’s father in 1978 and they have started building a house at this 
parcel. This agreement was never registered in the land-registry books. 
After the father died the wife and her brother inherited the property. In 2004 the 
client’s wife authorised her brother to conclude a contract on sale of the old house of 
her father, but not the part of cadastral parcel at which the new house was built. 
So her brother concluded the contract on sale with the Republic of Croatia by which 
the whole cadastral parcel was sold, and not only the part that actually belonged to the 
client’s brother in law. 
In order to protect his ownership right and gain the right to reconstruction (which 
request was also submitted), on 17 March 2005 the client initiated a court procedure 
claiming for annulment of this contract based on the fact that the whole cadastral 
parcel should have never been sold.  
So far there were three (3) court hearings held, even court inspection on 18th 
September 2006 on the spot together with a court geodesist expert and it was ordered 
to the court expert to divide this cadastral parcel in two (2) parts, so that our client 
could establish the ownership right in the part of cadastral parcel that was never the 
property of his brother in law. Therefore, CRP has organised a court expertise by the 
building expert on 26th October 2006 with the task to evaluate if the client’s house 
was built before 1968 in which case he does not have to provide a building permit. 
The building expert made his expertise, which confirmed that the house was built 
earlier than 1968. Next step in this long-lasting administrative part of procedure is to 
provide an Order of County’s administrative body, which will allow the proposal of 
partition of land made by the geodesist. CRP will submit this request and after the 
Order is brought, geodesist has an obligation to file his proposal of partition to the 
Cadastral Office in Sisak. Finally, he will have to inform the court on the results of 
his assignment and the court will schedule the next court hearing. 
This proceeding will take a several months before the Municipal Court in Sisak`s 
verdict will be brought. CRP has no doubt in positive outcome of court procedure in 
this case and will continue to follow up the case. 
The positive outcome will be the base for the client to gain the right to reconstruction, 
since the ownership right will be finally solved.  
 
Compensation for damage (movable property) 
 
In this client’s case (M.B.; CRP case 1278) the court procedure was initiated in 2001 
when the client filed a lawsuit against the defendant who committed a car theft in 
May 1997 and was sentenced in criminal proceeding, and claimed for compensation 
for damage in the amount of 40.000,oo HRK. 
In June 2000 only the engine of his car was returned to the client by the police and it 
was promised to him that the other parts of the car would be also returned, but that 
has never happened. 
During the civil procedure before the Municipal Court in H.Kostajnica, the court 
expert estimated the amount of damage to 8.739,oo HRK. Since the client sold the 
engine in the meantime (it became useless) for the amount of 800,oo HRK, on 17 
October 2006 the court reached the verdict saying that the defendant must pay the 
client for the specified damage of 7.939,oo HRK within a period of 15 days. 
Again, the defendant refused to pay the compensation within this period of time and 
our client has to file a proposal for execution of the court’s judgement. 
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Therefore, on 23 October 2006 CRP wrote and filed a Request to the Croatian 
Pension Fund asking for information on the defendant’s income. 
  
CRP observes that the disregard of courts` decisions is one of the main concerns and 
obstacles in protection of civil rights of citizens and it also reflects on the rule of law 
as the basic principle of the Croatian Constitution. 
 
Ownership – old currency savings 
 
In the reporting period there were three (3) clients with old foreign currency savings 
issues who approached the CRP office. Their savings were deposited in the branch-
offices of JUGOBANKA BEOGRAD in Croatia and after the Yugoslavia was 
divided into new sovereign states the clients` savings remained unsolved. 
In the light of latest circumstances in which the Croatian court practise does not 
encourages the owners in expectation that their problems will be solved, this proves 
the seriousness of the issue. 
Even though the law is restrictive, still there is very clear legal basis for payment of 
foreign currency savings. Every bank in Croatia is obliged to pay the old foreign 
currency savings to the savers (the owners), after the requests are filed. 
Unfortunately, most of them refuse to pay these amounts with no reasonable 
explanation, so the clients need to file lawsuits for payment to the municipal courts. 
Despite these facts, the municipal courts usually reject the claims of the owners. The 
newest European Court for Human Rights` ruling in the case of Croatian savers 
against the LJUBLJANSKA BANKA from Slovenia gives a negative example to the 
court practise in Croatia.  
However, in the two (2) above mentioned cases (CRP case 7228 and CRP case 7230) 
CRP wrote and filed lawsuits to the Municipal Court in Sisak and filed requests for 
payment of old foreign currency savings to the OTP bank in the third case (CRP case 
6744). 
 
Compensation for damage (illegal use of real estate) 
 
The client N.A. (CRP case 7245) is the owner of real estate (warehouse of 6176 m2) 
that was possessed and turned into the church by the Roman Catholic Church in 
November 1995 and it was used for the religious purposes till 19th September 2005. 
Since 2000 the client has tried to establish a peaceful settlement in order to gain the 
repossession of real estate, but did not succeed.  The Roman Catholic Church denied 
his request for settlement claiming there was no legal basis for repossession of real 
estate and compensation for damage. 
Therefore, the client has initiated a court procedure before the Municipal Court in 
Sisak against the Archbishop’s District of Zagreb and the Republic of Croatia since 
his property was assigned to the temporary user without any compensation for 
limitation of ownership right, on 30th December 2005. The client claims for amount 
of 23.526.764,45 HRK as a compensation for the loss of rent in the period of almost 9 
years. 
After one (1) court hearing held, the Municipal Court in Sisak brought a decision by 
which the lawsuit against Croatia was dismissed due to the fact it was prematurely 
submitted and the client was obliged to pay an amount of 150.000,oo HRK of legal 
costs to the Republic of Croatia. 
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Namely, the client filed a Request for peaceful settlement to the State Attorney’s 
Office in Zagreb on 1st December 2005 (at that time he was represented by a lawyer 
in Zagreb) and did not wait for the period of three (3) months before submitting the 
lawsuit to the court. 
Therefore, CRP has filed an appeal against the court’s decision on 30th October 2006. 
It is expected to be a very complicated and difficult case to prove even though the fact 
of illegal use of client’s property points out as a very strong argument. 
CRP has also instructed the client on the consequences if he loses the case and the 
related obligation to pay the costs to the defendant.  
 
Other activities 
 
On 5 October, OSCE Mission to Croatia and its Field Office in Sisak organised a 
diplomats visit to the Sisak-Moslavina County.  CRP presented a case on ex-
temporary user’s unsolicited investment into property in Petrinja. 
 
On 5 and 6 October, CRP was present in Tuheljske Toplice at the seminar on the anti-
corruption program, organised by the Partnership for Social Development, NGO from 
Zagreb. 
 
On 20 October, CRP attended a co-ordination meeting on asylum in Zagreb.  The co-
ordination is organised by the Croatian Legal Centre from Zagreb. 
  
On 25th October the Legal Sub-group meeting took place at the OSCE premises in 
Sisak. The decisions of the ECHR and domestic court practice regarding 
compensation for material damage and other recent decisions of the ECHR were 
discussed.  
 
On 26th October the meeting of the CRP staff and the Mayor of Hrvatska Kostajnica 
regarding the continuation of the ‘’Mobile Team Providing Free Legal Aid to 
Returnees, Refugees, IDPs, Minorities and Other Socially Vulnerable Population in 
the ASSC’’ project was held. The Mayor of Hrvatska Kostajnica expressed his 
willingness for the future co-operation. 
 
CRP Sisak has continued its practice to visit the collective centre Barake Tehnika in 
Sisak two times per week, providing information and advice, exchanging of 
documents, providing transport to beneficiaries, etc. 
  
Sisak, 20 November 2006 
 
 
 
Igor Karaturovic 
Milana Kreca 
 
 
 
 
 


