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Civil Rights Project 

 
Activity Report  - July 2007 

 
 
Office activities 
 
In the reporting period, CRP Sisak received 385 clients, out of which there were 67 
new clients and 318 old clients revisiting 412 times. 
 
There were 15 court hearings held and attended by the CRP external lawyers before 
the courts in Sisak, Petrinja, Gvozd, Vojnic, Glina and Hrvatska Kostajnica. 
 
Target groups 
 
New clients by status: 
Status                                                                                    Totals 
Domicile 21 
Refugee 34 
Returnee 8 
Not defined 4 
Total 67 
 
New clients by reception mode: 
Mode                                                                                    Totals 
Office 24 
Field 18 
Phone 3 
Power of attorney Kosovo 15 
Power of attorney Serbia 7 
Total 67 
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TYPE OF CASE NUMBER OF EVENTS 
Citizenship 39 
Documents and status 85 
Ownership 125 
Other 60 
Pension and health and social security 46 
Housing care 30 
Tenancy rights 15 
Labour 7 
Misdemeanour  5 
TOTAL 412 

 
LEGAL ASSISTANCE 
Appeals/complaints 21 
Letters 73 
Lawsuits 18 
Administrative lawsuit 5 
ECHR application 1 
Submissions 136 
Administrative request 25 
Legal counselling  108 
Quick advises 79 
TOTAL 466 

 
Legal issues 
 
In the reporting period CRP dealt mostly with court cases, while in the last few 
months the administrative cases were very much dominant. 
 
The court cases were various, within the scope of cases that CRP has been dealing 
with for years.  None progress was registered in the work of judiciary and executive 
bodies and therefore, previous reports and marks are still valid. 
 
Repossession of property 
 
After 12 years, the repossession of property process is coming to its unsuccessful end.  
It has lasted unacceptably long, which has had a very negative effect to the return 
process.  The returned houses have been intentionally damaged and completely 
looted.  CRP has been providing free legal aid to clients in court cases regarding the 
compensation for damage, use and repossession of movable property, but the 
outcomes are disastrous.  
 
There is no single positively solved case regarding the repossession of movable 
property or compensation for it. 
 
In the case of D.L. (CRP 1410), CRP is certain that the client has valid evidence that 
the temporary user took over the workshop, furniture and other things from the house 
and that he did not save them, i.e. return them or compensate for them.  This month, 
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after six (6) years of the first instance court procedure, the court brought negative 
decision. CRP filed an appeal, but taking into account the practice of higher courts, it 
is difficult to expect the success.  Of course, the court, by its decision P-202/01-48 of 
3 May 2007, also obliged the owner- plaintiff to pay damages to the defendant-
occupant in the amount of almost 10.000,00 Euro, which is a huge amount of money 
for anyone and it is a real wealth for a refugee/returnee.  In its explanation, the court 
refers to the completely unreliable testimony and minutes of the commission whose 
founder and members are not known.  It should mean that the appeal court would 
annul the mentioned decision, but the practice and experience speak differently.  
 
In all the statistics, the above case exists as a successful return of property case.  
 
Reconstruction 
 
CRP has been reporting on problems regarding the reconstruction of returnees’ 
houses.  The deadline for submitting of reconstruction applications expired on 30 
September 2004, which is completely inappropriate, especially if we take into 
account the fact that even three years after the expiration of deadline the 
reconstruction of houses is not finished.   
 
The above mentioned restrictive practice was proved this month in two very similar 
cases.  Both clients M.P (CRP 5963) and P.P. (CRP 6614) temporary work in 
Germany and they submitted applications for reconstruction within the deadline, but 
their applications were rejected at all instances due to the fact that allegedly they did 
not have residence registered at the damaged houses addresses in 1991, at the 
beginning of war.  In these cases, the valid ID card, which is legally poof of 
residence, did not prove their residence.  Though it was not established that these 
clients would have any other residence, the fact that they work temporarily in foreign 
state was used as proof that their residence in Croatia was only formal and they do not 
have right to reconstruction.   
 
It is interesting that CRP witnessed the opposite cases in which the clients really lived 
in damaged houses, but they did not have formal proof of residence, i.e. ID card with 
the damaged house address, so they were also rejected for reconstruction. 
 
In the case of Mr. P.P. CRP filed an application to the ECHR and in the case of Ms. 
M.P. CRP filed a lawsuit to the Administrative Court of the RoCroatia, which would, 
according to its practice, take years to solve the case. 
 
The above cases of a very restrictive practice show that the right to ownership, with 
right to compensation, is not respected, which has negative effect to return process. 
Also, the laws, both court and administrative, de facto do not respect right to efficient 
legal remedy when the basic human rights are involved.  Both above mentioned 
clients, Mr. P.P. and Ms. M.P. expressed their wish to permanently live in Croatia by 
investing into building of their family houses.  They just wanted better, or only 
possible, jobs, as many other people in the world.  By rejecting their applications for 
reconstruction of houses, their universal human rights and freedoms, such as freedom 
of movement and residence, right to social security, right to work and employment, 
were violated.  It would seem that the authors of such legislation and its executors 
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never had thought of such human rights and freedoms, which is below legal standard.  
But, if the CRP assessment of their knowledge is wrong, then their responsibility is 
even much higher.   
 
Other activities 
 
The Head of social services of the Town of Sisak informed CRP that there was a 
possibility that the authorities could give a free office premises to CRP.  It is an office 
space in the centre of town that has been given for use to another NGO, which does 
not really need such an office for daily use, so CRP could share the office.  The 
details are to be discussed with the NGO and the Town authorities. 
  
On 27 July CRP and UNHCR visited the collective centre in Mala Gorica in order to 
assist a family to renew their personal documents, as well as to assess the situation in 
the collective centre. 
 
CRP continued following up and visiting the clients that were accommodated in the 
collective centre Barake Tehnika in Sisak, in order to follow up their cases, especially 
on their status and housing care process.  
 
 
Sisak, 10 August 2007 
 
Milana Kreca 


