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Civil Rights Project 

 
 

Activity Report – January 2009 
 
 
Office activities 
 
In the reporting period, CRP Sisak received 279 clients, out of which there were 29 
new clients and 250 old clients revisiting 339 times. 
 
There were 7 court hearings attended by the CRP external lawyers before the 
municipal courts in Sisak, Kutina and Zagreb.  
 
Target groups: 
New clients by status: 
Status                                                                                    Totals 
Domicile 15 
Refugee 3 
Returnee 6 
Not defined 5 
Total 29 
 
New clients by reception mode: 
Mode                                                                                    Totals 
Office 25 
Power of attorney - BiH 1 
Phone 3 
Total 29 
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TYPE OF CASE NUMBER OF EVENTS 
Citizenship 14 
Documents and status 74 
Ownership 101 
Pension and health and social security 65 
Housing care 30 

Tenancy rights 24 

Labour 5 
Misdemeanour  7 
Other 63 
TOTAL 383 

 
During the reporting period, there were 62 successfully solved request.  They mainly 
relate to documents, status and establishment of ownership cases. 
 
LEGAL ASSISTANCE 
Appeals/complaints 10 
Letters 76 
Lawsuits 2 
Submissions- institution of proceedings 2 
Submissions – other 60 
Legal counseling  168 
Quick advises 98 
TOTAL 416 

 
 
Legal issues 
 
The legal issues that CRP has been dealing with remain the same, as it can be seen in 
the table above (type of case.) Also, despite of some changes in proceedings, the 
problems related to cases remain generally the same: lengthy proceedings, postponing 
of court hearings, favouring of temporary users over the owners, not encouraging the 
return of refugees, etc.  The court and administration do not act impartially when the 
State is involved in the case, but exactly the opposite, being completely on the side of 
the State.  The laws, even when they are good, are not being applied well. 
 
The following case shall demonstrate all the above said. The client J.T. (CRP case no. 
1603) returned to Croatia by UNHCR in 2000 and she has been accommodated in 
collective centres, Sasina Greda, then Barake Tehnika in Sisak and after it closed she 
moved to Mala Gorica, near Petrinja. 
 
She was living in Croatia, in the house in Zagreb, since 1970. She, and her family, 
was in 1991 and 1992 threatened to leave the house by masked people.  At the 
beginning of 1992, she and her husband were fired, and they were mistreated by the 
police, so they fled. 
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Since her return in 2000, the client only managed to solve her citizenship issue in 
2006, with legal and financial assistance by CRP.  
 
In 1992, during the war and after living Croatia, under fear and threats, the clients 
exchanged their house in Zagreb for property in Sanski Most in Bosnia.  The contract 
on exchange was not legally valid and in 2002 the Cantonal Court in Bihac (BiH) 
decided that the contract was null and void.   
 
So, as the clients did not really want the exchange of property and as they could not 
become owners of the property in Bosnia, in 2002 the clients initiated court 
proceedings in Zagreb for annulment of the same contract in Croatia.  The client was 
assisted by CRP and MPDL (Spanish Movement for Peace NGO) and their attorney, 
but however, the proceedings has been ongoing.  
 
In 2003, the Municipal court in Zagreb decided to recognise the Bosnian decision. In 
2004 the client got the decision on execution, but the decision has not been executed 
yet, as there were appeals and strange decisions, postponements, etc. 
 
In 2005, the other party (the man that exchanged property in Bosnia for Zagreb) filed 
a lawsuit for compensation for investments made to the house in Zagreb, where he 
has been living.  This case is ongoing.  On the other hand, the client filed a lawsuit for 
payment of rent.  There are also a few land registry proceedings regarding the 
property in Zagreb.  
 
All the above mentioned cases are ongoing.  The client, who returned to Croatia in 
2000, is still in the collective centre. 
 
 Other activities 
 
On 14 January, CRP met with ADELA-Center for women Sisak in order to discuss 
preparation and implementation of activities of the “Citizens’ Centre” project, 
financed by the Delegation of the European Commission in Zagreb. 
 
On 15 January, CRP made a field trip to Glina in order to see potential premises for 
the Citizens’ Centre in Glina. CRP has planned to be provided by the Town of Glina 
with free premises, but also CRP checked some privately owned houses, in the case 
that the Glina authorities cannot or do not want to provide premises. 
 
On 21 January, CRP was invited and participated at the meeting with the Ministry of 
Justice on the Law on Free Legal Aid.  The meeting was held in the Croatian 
Parliament and the Minister expressed his doubts about the implementation of the 
Law, but said that they would wait for a year to see the results before making changes 
to the Law.  Regarding foreign donations, the Minister said that they were more than 
welcome.  The Minister also said that the Ministry would be very flexible regarding 
the implementation of the Law. 
 
On 21 January, CRP had a meeting in the Norwegian Embassy in Zagreb.  CRP 
explained its plans for 2009 and its application for grant to the Embassy for the 
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matching fund for the Citizens’ Centre project in Glina. The Embassy expressed its 
support to CRP and said that they would consider the application soon. 
 
CRP Sisak has continued to organise signing of petition “Yes for Parliament with 
clean hands” within the anti-corruption campaign that CRP has been implementing 
with BURA.  The aim of petition is to request the changes of the law on elections and 
law on conflict of interest.  
 
Sisak, 12 February 2009 
 
Milana Kreca 
CRP Sisak 


