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PROJEKT GRAĐANSKIH PRAVA 
Civil Rights Project 

 
 

Activity Report  - January 2008 
 
 
Office activities 
 
In the reporting period, CRP Sisak received 309 clients, out of which there were 42 
new clients and 267 old clients revisiting 369 times. 
 
There were 14 court hearings scheduled and attended by the CRP external lawyers 
before the municipal courts in Sisak, Hrvatska Kostajnica and Dvor. 
 
Target groups 
 
New clients by status: 
Status                                                                                    Totals 
Domicile 10 
Refugee 16 
Returnee 11 
Not defined 5 
Total 42 
 
As it can be seen in the above statistics, still there is a significant number of clients 
that are still refugees and potential returnees, who need assistance in Croatia. 
  
New clients by reception mode: 
Mode                                                                                    Totals 
Office 29 
Field 4 
Phone 1 
Power of attorney Serbia 8 
Total 42 
 
As it has been reported, CRP has a field office in Glina, which works on Wednesdays.  
The office premises are provided by the Town of Glina for free and it is attended by a 
CRP lawyer, who is from Glina, and therefore, there are no additional expenses. 
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TYPE OF CASE NUMBER OF EVENTS 
Citizenship 14 
Documents and status 75 
Ownership 132 
Pension and health and social security 59 
Housing care 31 

Tenancy rights 21 

Labour 9 
Misdemeanour  3 
Other 47 
TOTAL 391 

 
During the reporting period, there were 51 requests successfully solved.  They mainly 
relate to documents (37) and  property (6), pension (2), probate of will (1), housing 
care (2), labour (1), compensation (1), other (1). 
 
LEGAL ASSISTANCE 
Appeals/complaints 20 
Letters 51 
Lawsuits 11 
Administrative lawsuit 3 
Revision 2 
Submissions- institution of proceedings 19 
Submissions – other 107 
Legal counselling  139 
Quick advises 85 
TOTAL 437 

 
Legal issues 
 
In the reporting period, the number of clients and structure of cases remain the same.  
The rate between the court and administrative cases remain 3 : 1. Based on the CRP 
cases, there is no change in promptness and way of proceeding of cases and decision 
making.  Types of cases also remain the same, which means that none of the most 
frequent issues has been solved. 
 
The execution of court decisions has been slow and problematic, but during this 
month the execution proceedings, despite of the fact that they should be treated as 
priority, were so drastically lengthy and inefficient that they became representative 
for the reporting period.  Therefore, CRP shall present three cases.  In the first case 
the debtor is private person, in the second legal person and in the third the State.  
Paradoxically, the state is one of the main litigants, which is not only big burden for 
the justice system, but it puts political dependency into the judiciary.  
 
Perhaps the most representative case for disastrous execution of court decision and 
non respect for trial within reasonable time is the case of M.V. (CRP 395.) The client 
is the owner of a garage since 1974.  He fled in 1991 and left the apartment and the 
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garage, without taking anything with him.  He lost the flat, as he was tenancy right 
holder, and Croatia did not do anything to solve this issue.  As the garage was 
occupied, and he is the owner, he had to initiate court proceedings for repossession 
and compensation.  It took six years, from 1999 to 2005, to the Municipal court in 
Sisak to make a decision to order the occupant to vacate the garage and pay the rent 
for illegal use.  The execution proceedings is not finished yet. CRP would like to 
point out that the client had a problem with engaging of attorney, because the 
occupant is a Homeland War participant and therefor an important citizen, while the 
CRP client is a Serbian returnee. 
 
On behalf of the client, CRP initiated the execution procedure on 22 July 2005, 
immediately after the court decision became final.  It took a year to the Court to issue 
a decision on execution, which is a simple, stamp type decision.  However, the 
occupant successfully obstructed the procedure. Only on 6 December 2007 the client 
entered into possession of his garage, which is 16 years after it was possessed by the 
occupant, i.e. more than eight years after the court procedure was initiated, i.e. three 
years after the execution procedure was initiated.  Regarding the payment of rent for 
using of garage, the procedure is still ongoing. It is not difficult to imagine how it 
would go and for how long if the matter of dispute was something bigger than garage 
and if ownership right was not clear. 
 
The second CRP case is interesting because the debtor is the biggest bank in Croatia, 
Privredna Banka Zagreb.  It took three years for the client N.R. (CRP 2233) to receive 
on 8 December 2006 final and executive court decision on payment of old (pre war) 
foreign currency savings in the amount of circa US$ 31.000,00, which he earned 
working as an engineer in Libya. Despite of the decision, the Bank, behaving as the 
most irresponsible debtor, refuses to execute it. They even refuse to deliver the data, 
which are necessary for the execution procedure, to the client.  Furthermore, the State 
Financial Agency (FINA), which is in accordance with the main execution law 
obliged to keep the evidence on bank accounts of all legal entities and deliver it to all 
creditors for purpose of court executions, protected the Bank (debtor) and for a year 
refused to deliver the requested data to CRP.  The client managed, through other 
sources, to get the data and on 22 October 2007 CRP initiated the execution 
procedure. Though the procedure should be treated as priority, the permission for 
execution was issued on 15 January 2008.  At the moment of writing of this report, 
the case is not solved yet. 
 
The third case is not based on the court decision, which makes it even more 
interesting, because it is an example of how the State does not respect its own 
signature.  The procedure was initiated based on a credible document – out of court 
settlement signed on 19 December 2006 between the Republic of Croatia, i.e. the 
Ministry, represented by the State Attorney’ Office and the client D.S. (CRP 9643), 
owner of the house. The client wanted to avoid the long-lasting court proceedings and 
she accepted the settlement to receive cca 2.300,00 Euro for compensation for use of 
her house by refugees for the period from 1 November 2002 till 4 April 2005. By that 
settlement, the client gave up the interest and damage suffered in the period from 
1995 till 2002.  Anyway, the client has not received the payment.  At the State 
Attorney’s Office she was verbally refused and told to go to the court.  It took one 
year to get the necessary data for the court execution procedure, which was done on 
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12 November 2007.  It took two months to the Court to issue a decision, which is a 
stamp type, to allow the forced payment.  Despite of the fact that the State Attorney’s 
Office has signed the settlement with the client, now they filed an appeal. 
 
CRP is of an opinion that the above examples of non-realisation of recognised rights 
present the state of judiciary in the Republic of Croatia and need for free legal 
assistance. 
  
Other activities 
 
On 18 January, the U.S. Deputy Chief of Mission Vivian Walker and other Embassy 
representatives visited the CRP Sisak and made a joint trip to the village of Petrinjci 
to donate the equipment and supplies to seven Roma families. It was related to the 
project “Support to housing care programme for the Roma returnees in the collective 
centre Barake Tehnika in Sisak”, which should contribute to sustainability of the 
return of the Roma refugees and of the housing care programme. 
 
CRP Sisak has continued to organise signing of petition “Yes for Parliament with 
clean hands” within the anti-corruption campaign that CRP has been implementing 
with BURA, net of 10 NGOs all over Croatia.  The aim of petition is to request the 
changes of the law on elections and law on conflict of interest.  
 
The Coalition, including CRP, for free legal aid remains active in the Working Group 
of the Ministry for Justice on working on the new draft of the Law on free legal aid. 
The Coalition has been trying to change main shortcomings of the previous draft, in 
order to make the Law fulfils its purpose, i.e. that persons in need are provided with 
free legal aid. 
 
CRP met with ADELA- Center for Women, NGO from Sisak that works on women’s 
empowerment and support to victims of family violence.  The representatives of 
ADELA expressed their wish to cooperate with CRP on legal aid and especially in-
court representation.  CRP informed ADELA on the noticed trend of having more 
clients regarding women’s rights and family violence and also expressed the 
willingness for co-operation. 
 
Sisak, 18 February 2008 
 
 
Milana Kreca 
CRP Sisak 


