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PROJEKT GRAĐANSKIH PRAVA 
Civil Rights Project 

 
 

Activity Report – November 2008 
 
Office activities 
 
In the reporting period, CRP Sisak received 326 clients, out of which there were 41 
new clients and 285 old clients revisiting 456 times. 
 
There were 14 court hearings attended by the CRP external lawyers before the 
municipal courts in Sisak, Hrvatska Kostajnica, Dvor, Glina and Petrinja.  
 
Target groups: 
New clients by status: 
Status                                                                                    Totals 
Domicile 19 
Refugee 13 
Returnee 7 
Not defined 2 
Total 41 
 
New clients by reception mode: 
Mode                                                                                    Totals 
Office 35 
Letter 1 
Power of attorney – Serbia 1 
Power of attorney - Kosovo 2 
Phone 2 
Total 41 
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TYPE OF CASE NUMBER OF EVENTS 
Citizenship 22 
Documents and status 107 
Ownership 133 
Pension and health and social security 80 
Housing care 23 

Tenancy rights 28 

Labour 6 
Misdemeanour  2 
Other 100 
TOTAL 501 

 
During the reporting period, there were 63 successfully solved request.  They mainly 
relate to documents, status and establishment of ownership cases. 
 
LEGAL ASSISTANCE 
Appeals/complaints 9 
Letters 97 
Lawsuits 6 
Administrative lawsuit 3 
Submissions- institution of proceedings 3 
Submissions – other 113 
Legal counseling  230 
Quick advises 130 
TOTAL 591 

 
Legal issues 
 
The legal issues that CRP has been dealing with remain the same, as it can be seen in 
the table above (type of case.) Also, despite of some changes in proceedings, the 
problems related to cases remain generally the same: lengthy proceedings, postponing 
of court hearings, favouring of temporary users over the owners, not encouraging the 
return of refugees, etc.  The laws, even when they are good, are not being applied 
well. 
 
The case of M.S. (CRP case no. 54) has already been reported.  The client was a 
refugee and upon her return to Croatia, she found out that her house was exchanged 
and was property of other people.  Namely, she was co-owner of the house together 
with her former husband.  The client found out that her former husband remarried. 
His new wife has the same first name as the client, and as the second wife took the 
husband’s surname, the client and present wife of the former client’s husband have 
completely the same name.  So, the husband took the advantage of this coincidence 
and exchanged the house in Petrinja, Croatia, for another house in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. As the co-owners were the client and her husband, M.S. and LJ. S., the 
contract of exchange of property was signed by the husband and his present wife.  
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The client was accommodated in the collective centre in Sisak. In the beginning of 
2000, CRP filed a lawsuit for annulment of the contract on exchange. The case is still 
ongoing, with all negative decisions for the client, which is really not understandable, 
as she proved that she was the owner of property and not the present wife, and so they 
cheated people that exchanged the property with them, and the client suffered the 
damage. However, the client has been rejected at all court instances. 
 
There was also a criminal proceeding against the client’s former husband for forgery, 
which also lasted for five (5) years, but finally in 2006, he was found guilty and 
received a suspended sentence to six months. 
 
In 2008, eight years after the court procedure was initiated, the County court rejected 
the appeal of the client and confirmed the first instance court decision, by which the 
lawsuit for annulment of contract on exchange was rejected, despite of the fact that it 
was established by the court that the former husband committed a criminal act. The 
court said that despite of the crime within the property exchange process, the contract 
on exchange was valid and that the present owners were rightful owners.?  At the end 
of its explanation of the decision, the County court said that, since the lawsuit was not 
accepted, the plaintiff (the client) had other ways of protection of her ownership 
rights, such as request for compensation for damage against the defendants?  The 
County court obviously do not know, or pretend not to know, that for such procedures 
the statute of limitation expired. 
 
On 24 November 2008, CRP wrote and filed a revision to the Supreme Court and 
constitutional complaint to the Constitutional court of the Republic of Croatia. 
 
 Other activities 
 
As already reported, CRP applied with a project proposal to the Ministry of regional 
development, forestry and water management at the end of July. The application was 
encouraged by the UNHCR Field office in Sisak, as it was very important project for 
beneficiaries in the areas of special state concern.  The activities were to be 
information, counselling and free legal assistance, which were perfectly suitable for 
both CRP and the Ministry’s call for proposals. In September, CRP was informed that 
its project proposal was administratively checked and it was given a reference number 
and forwarded for further assessment. In October, CRP was informed that the project 
was chosen for financing. CRP collected additional, mainly financial documents, 
which were required by the Ministry, for signing of contract.  However, on 15 
October, CRP was informed that its project proposal was disqualified, due to two 
technical reasons. CRP wrote a letter to the Ministry, asking for more explanation and  
possibility to solve those issues, as it was already at certain stage of proceedings. 
However, the Ministry never replied. On 19 November, CRP received a letter from 
the Ministry, informing CRP that CRP got passing scores at evaluation of projects 
and it was put on reserve list. As it was confusing letter, CRP called the Ministry, 
which, after checking the case, informed CRP that it was their mistake and that they 
were sorry for doing several mistakes in the CRP case. However, despite of having a 
good project, CRP did not get the grant and the acting of the Ministry was very 
unprofessional. 
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However, CRP was informed that its application with the project proposal to the 
European Union, Delegation of the European Commission to the Republic of Croatia, 
under the European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights (EIDHR), Country 
Based Support Scheme (CBSS), was selected.  CRP collected necessary documents 
for signing of contract. 
 
On 18 November 2008, CRP participated at a local TV NET show, which spoke 
about civil society.  CRP presented its office and activities. 
  
CRP Sisak has continued to organise signing of petition “Yes for Parliament with 
clean hands” within the anti-corruption campaign that CRP has been implementing 
with BURA.  The aim of petition is to request the changes of the law on elections and 
law on conflict of interest.  
 
Sisak, 10 December 2008 
 
 
Milana Kreca 
CRP Sisak 


