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PROJEKT GRAĐANSKIH PRAVA 
Civil Rights Project 

 

Activity Report – June 2008 
Office activities 
 
In the reporting period, CRP Sisak received 297 clients, out of which there were 43 
new clients and 254 old clients revisiting 349 times. 
There were 9 court hearings attended by the CRP external lawyers before the 
municipal courts in Sisak, Petrinja and Glina.  
 
Target groups: 
New clients by status: 
Status                                                                                    Totals 
Domicile 11 
Refugee 24 
Returnee 4 
Not defined 4 
Total 43 
 
New clients by reception mode: 
Mode                                                                                    Totals 
Office 22 
Field 4 
Power of attorney – Serbia 12 
Power of attorney - BiH 5 
Total 43 
 
As it has been reported, CRP has a field office in Glina, which works on Wednesdays.  
The office premises are provided by the Town of Glina for free and it is attended by a 
CRP lawyer, who is from Glina, and therefore, there are no additional expenses. 
 
TYPE OF CASE NUMBER OF EVENTS 
Citizenship 15 
Documents and status 69 
Ownership 151 
Pension and health and social security 88 
Housing care 22 

Tenancy rights 15 
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Labour 6 
Misdemeanour  9 
Other 77 
TOTAL 452 

 
During the reporting period, there were 41 successfully solved request.  They mainly 
relate to documents, status and establishment of ownership cases. 
 
LEGAL ASSISTANCE 
Appeals/complaints 18 
Letters 90 
Lawsuits 9 
Administrative lawsuit 3 
Constitutional complaint 6 
ECHR application 1 
Submissions- institution of proceedings 20 
Submissions – other 99 
Legal counselling  120 
Quick advises 96 
TOTAL 462 

 
Legal issues 
 
In the reporting period, the number of clients, and especially their cases, confirms that 
still there is a huge need for CRP and that CRP has the trust of people.  It may be 
more simply said that the socially vulnerable groups of people do not have other place 
to turn to.  It is really the fact in the Sisak area.  The similar reasons, i.e. types of legal 
issues, as well as the way of proceedings of the CRP cases by the court and 
administrative bodies, as the ones that existed when the CRP office was opened still 
exist. 
 
The courts and administrative bodies still prefer temporary users over the Serbian 
returnee owners.  The court and administration do not act impartially when the State 
is involved in the cases, but exactly the opposite, being completely on the side of the 
State.  The proceedings, both the court and administrative, are lengthy, without 
justified reasons. 
 
The above said shall be demonstrated by the following case.  The client M.S. (CRP 
case no. 54) is one of the first clients that approached CRP in 1999.  She was 
accommodated in the collective centre Barake Tehnika in Sisak.  Namely, the client 
was divorced in 1980 and when she returned to Croatia, she realized that her former 
husband exchanged the house in Petrinja that belonged to both of them, each of them 
was owner of one half of house, for a house in Bosnia, Banja Luka.  He was able to 
do the exchange, because he falsified the signature of her former wife, co-owner.  
Namely, he remarried and the new wife has the same name as his former wife and by 
marrying him she also got the same surname, so she signed the contracts on 
exchange. 
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In the begging of 2000, CRP filed a lawsuit for annulment of exchange contract and 
also criminal charges against the former husband.  Despite of the rush notes, the first 
court hearing was scheduled in June 2002.  After a few court hearings, the court 
brought a decision in March 2003, by which the client’s lawsuit was rejected.  CRP 
filed an appeal in March 2003. 
 
During the years, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007 and 2008, CRP wrote rush notes to the 
County court, submissions to the President of the County Court and to the Ministry of 
Justice.  The client went personally to the court.  The attorney went to the court and to 
the President of the Court, with no result.  The court was only explaining verbally that 
there were some problems with delivery to the defendant (former husband.) 
 
In the meantime, the State Attorney’s office initiated criminal proceedings against the 
former husband, in which the client testified.  In 2006, the former husband was found 
guilty.  CRP sent this decision to the civil court. 
 
In 2005, the client lost her son, who was with her in the collective centre and died of 
cancer in the centre with very bad living conditions. 
 
In 2007, when the collective centre was closed, the client was provided with housing 
care, a small house in Petrinja.  CRP assisted in getting the house into living order 
and furnishing it. The client receives a pension in the amount of cca. 300,00 HRK 
(40,00 Euro). 
 
After a submission sent to the court in April 2008 and their reply that the case had not 
been solved at the second instance, in July 2008 CRP wrote a request for protection of 
the right for trial within reasonable time to the Supreme Court of the Republic of 
Croatia.  CRP requested that the County court should decide the case as soon as 
possible, but definitely within three months and compensation in the amount of 
12.000,00 HRK. 
 
 Other activities 
 
On 16 June 2008, CRP Sisak was invited and attended a meeting between the City of 
Sisak and NGOs.  The Sisak authorities organised the meeting within the line of the 
Program of cooperation of the Government of the Republic of Croatia and civil 
society, with the aim of further development and improvement of the cooperation 
with the NGOs.  The goal of the meeting was also to sign the Charter on cooperation 
between the City of Sisak and NGOs.  As this was the first meeting, the Idea of the 
Charter was shortly presented and it was agreed to meet another time to discuss it 
further. 
 
On 25 June, CRP met with the BURA, net of NGOs fighting against corruption.  The 
aim of the meeting was to discuss the structure of the net. 
 
CRP Sisak has continued to organise signing of petition “Yes for Parliament with 
clean hands” within the anti-corruption campaign that CRP has been implementing 
with BURA.  The aim of petition is to request the changes of the law on elections and 
law on conflict of interest.  


