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CRP Sisak Activity Report  - January 2006 
 
Office activities 
 
In the reporting period, CRP Sisak received 162 clients, out of which there 
were 33 new clients and 129 old clients revisiting 201 time. 
 
There were also 22 court hearings held before the municipal courts in Sisak, 
Petrinja, Glina, Gvozd, Hrvatska Kostajnica, Dvor, Slatina and Zagreb.  
 

Number of clients: 
Origin New Clients Old clients revisiting Total 
BIH 1 4 5 
CRO 29 122 151 
FRY 0 2 2 
N/A 3 1 4 
YUK 0 0 0 
Total 33 129 162 
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Target groups 
 
New clients by status: 
Status Totals 
Bosnian Croat 4 
Domicile 11 
Refugee 7 
Returnee 10 
Not defined 1 
Total 33 
 

 
TYPE OF CASE NUMBER OF EVENTS 
Citizenship 5 

Documents and status 25 
Labor 5 

Ownership 91 
Other 23 

Pension and health and social security 40 
Tenancy rights 46 
TOTAL 235 
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LEGAL ASSISTANCE 

Appeals/complaints 16 
Constitutional complaints 4 

Letters 52 
Lawsuits 16 

Administrative lawsuits 5 
Submissions 69 

European Court Lawsuit 0 
Administrative requests 13 

 
 

 
Legal issues 

 
The types of cases the CRP Sisak dealt with in the reporting period remain 
the same: ownership and compensation for illegal use of property, tenancy 
rights, status issues, etc.  Also, the practice of courts and administrative 
bodies remains the same: lengthy proceedings, favoring of temporary users 
over the owners, not encouraging the return of refugees, etc.  Therefore, the 
CRP Sisak shall herewith report on some of the issues. 
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Ownership  -  compensation  
 

The case of M.P. (CRP case No.6897) is a classical example of disregarding of 
law by the Croatian administrative bodies. The CRP client is owner of real 
estate that was given to a user for temporary possession. After the client 
returned to Croatia, he submitted a claim for repossession of real estate on 
24th December 2003. However, the real estate was not returned until 11th 
March 2005, over two years after. Consequently, Croatia has an obligation to 
compensate the client for illegal use of his property in the period between 1st 
January 2003 and 11th March 2005. This obligation results from the Law on 
the Areas of Special State Concern.  The client approached the Ministry for 
several times claiming the payment of compensation. The Ministry still has 
not made a positive decision.  Therefore the CRP wrote and filed a Claim for 
out of court settlement to the State attorney’s office in Sisak and they have to 
reach a decision within 90 days. If the decision should be unfavourable for 
the client, he will have to file a lawsuit against the Republic of Croatia for 
compensation. 
 
In conclusion, CRP Sisak considers that this case is an example of violation of 
constitutional right for protection of ownership and it also represents the 
trend. 
 
Ownership  - repossesion of real estate 
 
The following case is not a typical repossession of property case, but anyway 
it is a case in which the owner cannot repossess her house and cannot return 
to Croatia. 
 
The late husband of the client A.A. (CRP No.229) bought a real estate back in 
1963 in Petrinja, but he never registered his ownership in the land register.  
In the meantime, former owner made an exchange contract with a third 
person. Therefore, in the year 2000, the CRP client initiated a civil procedure 
before the Municipal Court in Petrinja on the matter of annulment of 
exchange contract. There were 5 court hearings and the Court reached a 
decision in favour of our client. The defendant submitted an appeal and CRP 
wrote and submitted an answer to the appeal. 
 
It is without a doubt very complicated case, but the court reached a rightful 
decision.  It is a commonly known fact and principle that nobody can alienate 
property if it is no longer part of his/her property.  The Court understood and 
accepted that and made the decision to annul the exchange contract.  By 
deciding so, the court also protected the right to ownership of our client. It 
needs to be emphasised also that 2 witnesses confirmed that in the time of 
making of contract the defendants knew that the house did not belong to 
them. Therefore, they acted malae fidae.  
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Status – permanent residence 
 
The client D.D. (CRP No.6788) approached our office on 17th January 2006 
with status issue regarding permanent residence in Croatia. Since he was 
forced to leave Croatia in 1991 (he is a former employee of the Yugoslavian 
Army) together with family, he was moved out of the national list of persons 
with permanent residence in Croatia. The client submitted a proposal for 
reopening of procedure in order to gain a status of permanent resident, 
which is prerequisite condition for citizenship.  His proposal was denied 
without reasonable explanation.  But the fact that makes this case specially 
interesting is that we found out about the case almost identical to our clients` 
(the case of M.B.) in which the Ministry of the Interior reached totally 
opposite decision and accepted the claim of applicant and established the 
permanent residence not to be interrupted. 
Therefore, the Ministry of the Interior applied the same Act differently in two 
identical cases. This kind of acting brings damage to the legal security as one 
of the most important law principles and violates the constitutional right to 
equality before the law.  CRP wrote and filed complaint to the Administrative 
Court of Croatia.  
 
This client has another case regarding termination of tenancy right. In this 
case, the court in its ruling took a stand that a client voluntary left Croatia in 
1991, what is unacceptable. 
 
The case of Ž.Ć. (CRP No.7330) shows similarities with a previous one with a 
few differences. This client has been a caterer for 25 years living and working 
in Glina until august 1995. The client is citizen of the Republic of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. To become a Croatian citizen, he has to fulfil a condition of 5 
year status as a permanent resident in Croatia. But he has lived in Croatia for 
more that 30 years now and still cannot be a Croatian citizen. He was also 
moved out from the national list of person with permanent residence at the 
time he left Croatia. His leaving was not voluntary, he had to leave because 
of war situation in 1995. There is no evidence saying he wants to live in 
Germany (where he went), quite opposite, client clearly expressed his will to 
continue living and working in Croatia, as well performing all duties as citizen 
of Croatia.  Therefore, he filed a request for reopening of the administrative 
procedure. His request was rejected by the Ministry.  The complaint to the 
Administrative Court has been written and submitted by CRP Sisak. 
 

Labour  issues 

 
The following distinguishes this next case from other examples: 

- violation of constitutional right to work, 
- violation of constitutional right to social insurance and 
- long-lasting procedure. 

E.L. (CRP No.2801) is a 49 years old woman who was an employee of the 
˝Pounje˝ firm from Dvor till 1995. In 1983, after having an accident during 
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work-period and established decreased work ability, she was transferred to 
another working place and achieved right to compensation. 
In 2001, the Croatian Pension Fund brings decision by which it denied our 
client’s right to work and all the rights regarding her invalidity, with 
explanation that her job was terminated in 1991.  That is not correct, as the 
client had worked until 4th August 1995.  So the administrative body brought 
a decision based on false facts without trying to establish the truth.  The 
client submitted an appeal, which was rejected and after that we wrote and 
submitted lawsuit to the Administrative Court of Croatia. Unfortunately, the 
judgement of this court (13th October 2005) was also negative.  CRP wrote 
and filed lawsuit to the Constitutional Court of Croatia based on the violation 
of human rights. 
 
 
Other activities 
 
On 20 January 2006, the Legal Sub-group met and discussed the incidents 
with ethnical background. 
 
During the reporting period, CRP Sisak met two times with SDF Zagreb in 
order to co-ordinate the work with beneficiaries from the collective center 
“Barake Tehnika” in Sisak.  One of the meetings was held in the UNHCR field 
office in Sisak. 
 
On 23 January, CRP met with MPDL Petrinja and discussed the future co-
operation.  It was agreed that the two organizations should exchange the 
information regularly in order to meet the needs of beneficiaries. 
  
Sisak, 5 February 2006 
 
 
 
Milana Kreca 
 
 


