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PROJEKT GRAĐANSKIH PRAVA 
Civil Rights Project 

 

Activity Report  - December 2006 
 
Office activities 
 
In the reporting period, CRP Sisak received 172 clients, out of which there were 39 
new clients and 133 old clients revisiting 226 times. 
 
There were 42 court hearings held and attended by the CRP external lawyers before 
the courts in Sisak, Petrinja, Glina, Zagreb, Vojnić, Gvozd and Hrvatska Kostajnica. 
 
Number of clients: 
Origin New Clients Old clients Total 
BIH 3 4 7 
CRO 36 125 161 
Serbia 0 0 0 
N/A 0 1 1 
Kosovo 0 3 3 
Total 39 133 172 
 
Target groups 
 
New clients by status: 
Status                                                                                    Totals 
Bosnian Croat 2 
Domicile 7 
Refugee 10 
Returnee 18 
Not defined 2 
Total 38 
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New clients by reception mode: 
Mode                                                                                    Totals 
Office 22 
Field 9 
Power of attorney from Serbia 1 
Power of attorney from Kosovo 5 
Letter 2 
Total 39 
 
At the end of November 2006, the “Mobile team providing free legal aid to returnees, 
refugees, IDPs, minorities and other socially vulnerable population in the Areas of 
special state concern” project, financed by the OSCE Mission to Croatia and the 
Netherlands Embassy, and partly by the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
finished.  CRP applied to the OSCE for the continuation of the Project, as still there is 
a huge need for free legal aid in the field, which can be confirmed by the above 
statistics if they are compared with previous months’ statistics. CRP continues to go 
to the field offices in Hrvatska Kostajnica and Vojnic, one day a week in each office, 
in order to assist clients, who cannot come to Sisak, until CRP is informed by the 
OSCE on the submitted project application. 
  
CRP met with the OSCE Field Office Sisak on several occasions, as well as with the 
authorities in Hrvatska Kostajnica and Vojnic, and they all expressed their wish to 
continue with the mobile team project.  CRP also met with the authorities in Glina, 
because they expressed their wish to provide CRP with free office space to work with 
citizens in Glina.  Therefore, the town of Glina has been included into the new 
Mobile team project. 
  
TYPE OF CASE NUMBER OF EVENTS 
Citizenship 12 
Documents and status 57 
Labour 6 
Ownership 92 
Other 21 
Pension and health and social security 13 
Tenancy rights 14 
Misdemeanour  4 
TOTAL 219 

 
LEGAL ASSISTANCE 
Appeals/complaints 15 
Letters 64 
Lawsuits 10 
Constitutional complaint 3 
Submissions 66 
Administrative request 21 
Legal counselling  26 
Quick advises 40 
TOTAL 245 
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Legal issues (summary of representative cases) 
 
Repossession of real estate – compensation for damage 
 
The client M.T. (CRP case 7831) filed the request for return of his real estate, located 
near Petrinja, on 30th October 2001 and the entitled Ministry brought the decision by 
which the temporary users should abandon the property after an alternative 
accommodation was provided. This decision was brought a month after the request 
was submitted. The client repossessed his property only in August 2006. 
The State has been obliged to pay the compensation to the client based on the fact that 
his property was still occupied and not returned within the Law on the Areas of 
Special State Concern`s deadline. Therefore, the Ministry sent the proposal of 
Agreement to the client, but to the wrong address, since the client lives in the UK 
since 1992, and the client has not received it. After he approached the CRP office in 
August 2006, CRP filed a request for peaceful settlement to the State Attorney’s 
Office in Sisak (as an obligation stipulated in the Law on Civil Procedure, Article 
186.a) on 1st September 2006. The State Attorney’s Office responded positively to 
this request saying the proposal of Agreement was sent again to the client, but the 
client informed CRP that he did not receive anything. 
Therefore, on 1 December 2006, CRP wrote and filed another submission to the State 
Attorney’s Office asking for the Agreement to be served to the client’s lawyer in 
order to sign it.  Hopefully, a peaceful settlement will be reached and the client will 
receive the compensation payment, but if not, CRP shall initiate the court procedure. 
 
Pension related issues – right to fair trial (trial within reasonable time) 
 
The CRP office has many clients with issues regarding pension and health insurance 
rights.  Most of them are persons of old age and the basic problem is long lasting 
procedure before the administrative bodies, as well as before the Administrative 
Court. The following case (S.J.; CRP No. 244) represents those problems. 
The client initiated an administrative procedure in 1999 claiming for retroactive 
pension payment for the period from July 1991 – December 1997 before the Croatian 
Pension Fund in Sisak. After he received a negative decision, he filed an appeal on 
24th April 2000. This appeal was accepted by the 2nd degree administrative body and 
the decision was cancelled. Executing the 2nd degree decision, the Croatian Pension 
Fund brought a second decision by which the client’s request was again denied. 
Therefore, CRP wrote and filed an appeal on 10th March 2001. After the period of 19 
months, the Croatian Pension Fund Main Office in Zagreb accepted the appeal, 
cancelled the decision and imposed that the new decision should be brought. 
For the 3rd time the client’s request was rejected by the decision on 9th January 2003, 
so CRP filed an appeal which was not accepted by the decision of 27th March 2003. 
Consequently, CRP initiated a court procedure before the Administrative Court of 
Croatia by submitting a lawsuit on 5th June 2003. 
The court procedure is still pending, even though CRP has filed two rush-notes 
expressing concern that the client’s constitutional right to fair trial will be violated. 
There was no response from the Administrative Court. The court procedure lasts for 3 
years and 7 months now and 9 years and 1 month in total, including the proceeding 
before the administrative body. 
CRP have instructed the client to institute a proceeding for protection of the right to 
fair trial. Since he accepted this instruction, CRP wrote and filed a Request for 



 
PGP CRP Sisak, S. i A. Radića 9, 44000 Sisak 

Tel: + 385 44 571 752, 571 753; Fax: +385 44 521 292 
 e-mail: pgp-sisak@crp.t-com.hr 

4 

protection of the right to trial within a reasonable time on 15th December 2006. This 
request was submitted to the Supreme Court of Croatia, in accordance with the new 
Law on Courts, Article 27 and the case should be treated as priority. 
 
Counter-actions of temporary users – unsolicited investments 
 
The Croatian Government, at its session on 7 December 2006, brought the 
Conclusion, which is a first step in dealing with counterclaims of temporary users 
against the owners for investment made to occupied properties. According to the 
Conclusion, the Ministry of Justice is obligated to inform the Ministry of the Sea, 
Tourism, Transport and Development (MMATTD) about all the cases regarding the 
claims of temporary users for compensation for unsolicited investments in which the 
court proceedings are finished by final judgements. In other proceedings that are still 
pending before the courts, the MMATTD is obliged to propose a tripartite Settlement, 
according to which Croatia will take over the obligation to pay temporary users for 
investments. 
Unfortunately, this act does not provide solution for those cases that are already 
solved in favour of temporary users, but only the obligation to make a list of those 
cases. Will Croatia accept taking over payment in these cases also? Further more, if 
there are cases in which the owners already paid to temporary users, is it likely to 
expect that Croatia will pay back these amounts to the owners?  Therefore, although it 
seems to be a positive act in solving this issue, many questions rise out of it. 
However, the case of the client N.P. (CRP case 7387) is before the Municipal Court 
in Petrinja, pending execution of final judgement of 24th January 2001. The 
temporary users initiated the procedure for execution of court’s decision claiming the 
sale of the client’s property in order to receive the payment. The client filed an appeal 
together with proposal for postponement of execution and the execution was just 
temporarily postponed, but again continued in April 2006. It was already expected 
that the court would schedule an auction hearing when the Government brought the 
above mentioned Conclusion. 
 Therefore, CRP wrote and filed a submission with the proposal to inform the 
entitled Ministry on this court-pending case, in order to prevent the property sale and 
to provide a peaceful settlement, by which the State would pay for investments. CRP 
will carefully continue to follow this type of cases, as well as the others. 
 
Sisak, 19 January 2007 
 
 
 
Igor Karaturovic 
Milana Kreca 


